EDITORIAL
Splendor
in the
Grass

ometime this
spring, when
you're stuck on

Chestnut Street awaiting
a chance to take a lefton
to 3A or weighing when
to circle the roundabout
at Lincoln and Congress
_ Streets, think thLll 'Ihe
Farm. :
Think ubg)ul 1hc
O'Neil Farm in particu-
lar and its 140 acres of
woodland and pastures
that straddle Autumn
‘and Winter streets near
the Kingston line. Think
about the fact that it is
the only dairy farm left
in Duxbury. (hat there
are no other dairy farms
left on the South Shore
and know that it is
among a small handful
of dairy farms remain-
ing in Eastern Massa-
chusetts.  Remember
that Duxbury, because
- of its wise and far-see-
ing electorate, already
has the money in the
bank to keep this
expanse — a splendor in
the grass, if there ever
was one -- undeveloped

10

|

Splendormthe Grass

and forever open. And, as 'my goocl Ilrmu wuu]d say,
“That ain’t the half of it.”

The property is owned by Carl O Nell. a former
')uxbur}, Fire Chief who was a member of the ﬁre depart-
iment for 30 years. His tmmlv has been farming much of
the land for 175 years, and the entire parcel — originally
two farms ~ has been in agricultural pmduclion for more
than 250 years. It is pmscmly home to 70 cows. ;

Al you walk around the pmporly {oday and sec past the
iractors and trucks and milking machines, you can lose
yourself in history. This place. as David Hines so aptly
noted, is how Duxbury must have looked 250 years ago. It
has a sa.rcnny that exists almost nowhere else.
onaries from i

iiﬂ;bursitlc

of Du*{bm want (o prw.rvt; that serenity forever. They
want to Keep the farm a farm in perpetuity, and they pro-
pose to do so by umhhqhm;, a charitable corporation that
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- would be financed with public
':,i_and private money iomlmg.,
- $4.3 million, ;

L A - Here is how the- money

~ $300,00

would be raised: ;

..More than ‘:-900 000 has already been committed by
;:rwale donors.

.$L1.5 million in public money would come [rom
Duxbury - through its Community Preservation Act
account. That money is .ﬂreacly in hand and- mclmlw
§750,000 in: matchmg funds from the state.

S‘\GO 000 will be sought from the Mmachuults
Auncuhumi Preservation Restriction program,

...51.4 million would come from lcadership: donors
dnd private foundations. and that would include about
e:ramcd at 'np_mumty leve (Tflb com:
munity: cczmp.n.s,n includes | plan that would allow resi-
dents to **sponsor” a cow for about $3,000.)

For its $1.5 million contribution Duxbury would
receive a conscrvaﬂon restncnon on lhc f1rm_th1r would

Acluai owmrshnp of the farm would go 1o a charitable
corporation run by a nine-member board that would be
appointed by Mr. O’Neil -and the lediauds Trust of
Southeastern Massachusetts. Along with Mr. O'Neil and
local conservationists, the Trust is the driving force in the
plan Lo keep this land as a workm.s_, farm long after the. day.
Mr. O’Neil puts away his milking stool. The Iarmcr. who-
cver he or she may be, is t bc thought of as a steward,
‘nvited on to the property to earn’a living and to manage.
the farm as a going concem. When one farmer goes,
another will be found. Yet the farm forever remains.

Buyhury Glipper
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ch.mu, o say “Y(.a" br
-huhon
- From the szart we nrgc
sidered a pamlcss reques’ -

that is already in the Kitty - for what is surcly a magml:-

cent. underlakmg, Ig ' another chance: locomhat llu._ _

Aigda UTH

__dour “yet with tlns pro_;ei we. arc domi far morc th'm
simply keeping them atb . P ARDL, 5 e :
. annlnmg opt.n spaue i e 'ason cnou‘ h to say “Yes -

bey ond all I.hnt hcre is a lmque chance (o f.ave;a plecc of
our-past, knowmg i we 1.ul'lo do 50 now wc w:l] ncvcr, .

~again ha ( . 1ma

; 'chlldren

. Wv ‘cannot say “Nol‘;'.




